Time for Poetry Workshop…


Exercise #1: 4 words repeated many times…





SOUL MUSIC





There’s nothing like a TUNE to make me SMILE


Mixed with a BEAT the MUSIC takes off-


entering my SMILE as I tap the BEAT


leaping as a hum through my SMILE


coming from my soul,


Living as MUSIC.





Challenge: Create additional stanzas similarly.





Tip: Don’t be satisfied too soon.  Re-format, or add something that wasn’t there before and compare.





SOUL MUSIC





There’s nothing like a TUNE


Mixed with a BEAT 


To make my SOUL SMILE.





The MUSIC takes off-


Entering my SMILE


As I tap the HAPPY BEAT.





Now it leaps as a HUM


Joining the SMILE


Coming from my SOUL.





The TUNE rides the BEAT


Feeling the rhythm


Living as MUSIC.








Strategy: Work the words to see what is most effective…





SOUL MUSIC





There’s nothing like a TUNE


Mixed with a BEAT 


to make my SOUL SMILE.


The MUSIC takes off-


entering my SMILE


as I tap the BEAT


leaping as a HUM


through my SMILE


coming from my SOUL,


Living as MUSIC.








Exercise # 2: 


Create an extended simile or metaphor- keeping the comparison throughout the poem, not just in one line.


(*Remember “ O Captain, My Captain”)





Lighting the Way





The birdfeeder sways


in the chilling storm


but remains ready.





Like a harbor lighthouse


it welcomes visitors


to the safety of the cove.





As if a beacon it says


“All is well!”


and remains steady.





Feathered travelers 


seek its comfort


And feel at home.





Exercise #3: 


Try a Weather Poem with Personification





Tree limbs bending, hanging


Appear as frozen phantoms


Reaching icy fingers


Forward and down


Enclosing the frosty earth beneath.





Tree limbs sighing, breaking


Regretting lost glory


No longer reach proudly


Towards the heavens


To honor their maker


above.





For now they must wait-Until the thaw of spring


And the stretch of summer And the color of fall


Lift them up 


again.





TIP: Take time to try different fonts (and font size) on the same poem. Which one best matches the tone of your poem?





TIP: A title should reflect the theme or message of your poem. Why is “The Birdfeeder” less effective as a title for this poem?





Keep working the words . . .








