[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]


7th Grade Scrapbook Project

Dear 7th Grade Parents,

We’re off to a great start and I think this year’s 7th grade homeroom is “great company”.  Everyone in the class has done a wonderful job so far getting organized and tuned in. They have written a Personal Mission Statement defining goals for this year, as individuals, and as Catholic Christians.  

And so we begin…

Once again this year 7th grade will make Memory Books as a Self-esteem and Religion project. Seventh grade is often a difficult year for students (and parents!) emotionally and physically. Scrapbooks can help build their confidence as they journal their activities, and see how their interests change. 

What goes in the scrapbooks? I began the year by taking snapshots of each student, to get them started thinking, and saving things they could mount and journal in a scrapbook- ticket stubs, photos, memorabilia- until we have Scrapbook Day- class time allotted to working on page layouts.  Assignments done in Writing Skills or Religion will also be saved for use in their Memory Books.  Students are also required to include one Current Event page in their Memory Book each quarter, so discuss the news and watch newspapers.

What is Camera Day? I do not want this project to be costly to families, and I have already provided many of the students with 2 photos taken at school. On the other hand, this is an opportunity for students to improve photography skills. They will receive a sheet with tips for taking good pictures. On Camera Day -once a month- students bring cameras or disposable cameras to school and take pictures of their friends or activities. Our first Camera Day will be ______________.

What do I need to buy? Scrapbooks may be purchased reasonably at stores such as Walmart, A.C. Moore, or Michaels. Scrapbooks with wider pages (12 x 12) usually work best for layouts, and purchase a style that allows for refill pages. Students must have their album by September 28.  I will demonstrate a few popular scrapbook techniques, including cropping, and page layout, and we will focus on journaling and other techniques for page enhancements. Purchasing stickers, borders, photo corners, background papers and other items to enhance page layouts is optional. Students must have adhesive designed for scrapbooking - it is easier to work with than glue. 

Do you grade the scrapbooks? Students keep their scrapbooks at home with the exception of “Scrapbook Days” and special events such as Catholic School Week and Grandparents Day when we want them to be on display. In general, students will need to invest some personal time at home in order to complete required pages. Scrapbooks are collected once at the end of every quarter for a grade based primarily on neatness, completeness (approximately 7 pages are required each marking period), and effort to journal thoughts and memories in writing.

In the past, students and parents have shown enthusiasm and pride for this project. 

Sincerely,

Mrs. Stader

See “Scrapbook Tips” at Mrs. Stader’s website:

Stpatspelham.org- staff or

www.lstader.schools.officelive.com

9/11








