POETRY DEFINITIONS

24 Common References used in Poetry

Construction and Analysis
alliteration:  the repetition of the initial (beginning) sounds of words, as in billowing blue bubbles

anthology : a book that compiles a collection of poems, songs, or stories

ballad : a song or poem, especially a traditional telling a story in a number of short regular stanzas, often with a refrain

cinquain: a five-line poem of twenty-two syllables arranged in a pattern of two, four, six, eight, and two syllables to a line.

concrete poem : a poem in which the words and lines form a picture or shape.


couplet: two lines of poetry ending in AA rhyme; generally extended as stanzas to create a poem

found poem ; a poem that is not originally intended as a poem, such as the wording on a sign or slogan.

fixed forms: a type of poem that adheres to the rules that determine the number of lines, the rhythm of the lines, and the pattern of the rhyme. Three fixed forms of poetry are the quatrain, the cinquain, and the haiku.

free verse : poetic verse that is expressive but not constricted by the rules of rhythm (patterns of beats), formation of stanzas, or use of rhyme patterns.

haiku : a three-line poem with a set pattern of five syllables in the first line, seven in the second line, and five in the third line.
imagery : using words that appeal to the senses

limerick : a 5- line humorous poem with regular meter and rhyme patterns, typically beginning with “There once was a farmer from…”

lyric poem : poetry that often has a musical quality and expresses personal emotions or thoughts

metaphor : a suggested comparison of unlike things, not linked by the word like or as.

meter : the overall pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables that create the rhythm in a poem.
narrative poem: a poem that tells a complete story with time order references (i.e. then, in the end)

personification : giving human characteristics to an animal, a thing, or an idea in poetry or literature, in general by using verbs that describe human actions

quatrain  : a poem that has 4 lines Many quatrains have 5 stressed syllables in each line. Usually the second and fourth lines rhyme, though other rhyme patterns may be used.

rhythm : the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in speech or in writing; essentially created from the beats heard in delivery

refrain :  when a stanza or line is repeated several times in a poem or song

rhyme: words ending in syllables that sound alike (treat/ sweet). When repeated as a pattern this is known as the rhyme scheme.

simile
: a direct comparison of unlike things, signaled by the word like or as. His eyes are like coal.


theme : a universal message conveying the author’s purpose in a poem.

unity : when the poetic elements  (i.e. rhythm, line placement, rhyme) combine to create a feeling of balance and oneness in a poem, resulting in an overall pleasing impression. Poetic devices are worked to create unity. 
