Course Descriptions

Grades 6-8 


Mrs. Lynne Stader

LITERATURE   







The 6-8th grade literature program of St. Patrick School balances the structure of a basal textbook reading program, with supplementary reading of novels, short stories, award-winning books, poetry and classics.  While each grade has a focus area of study, students in all three grades are guided to achieve an understanding of literary terms.  The textbooks guide students through structured practice of vocabulary and reading comprehension skills. Additional assigned trade books offer students a variety of experiences with book themes, author studies, and historical fiction complementing other areas of the curriculum.

In the literature program Library skills are a major area of emphasis for all three grades, as is the value of relaxed independent reading, fostered by regularly scheduled silent reading periods. A variety of educational approaches are used, to assure that each student makes progress. 

Areas of emphasis:

Grade 6
Fantasy, Biography, Newbery winners, classic books, Author’s style.

Grade 7
Compare/Contrast survival stories, science fiction, contemporary fiction, 

nonfiction, Literature of ancient cultures, Greek Mythology, Etymologies

Grade 8
Genres in Literature: Short Story and Novel Form, Mystery, Poetry,



Gothic Horror, Contemporary fiction; European myths,



Famous Speeches, Performance Arts

WRITING SKILLS

Writing Skills is a course that provides students with instructional time above and beyond the period of English studies, for application of language skills to a variety of writing tasks. This composition class seeks to model the thinking and planning involved in creating written documents, to provide a forum for students to hear and appraise written work, and to have students take assignments through the Writing Process: pre-writing, organizing, drafting, revising, and final draft. Students work with Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint in the Computer Lab through their Writing Skills assignments.

Areas of emphasis:

Grade 6
Paragraph structure, Descriptive paragraphs, Factual writing, Autobiography,



Research skills: Skimming, Outlining, Citing Sources, Research project.

Grade 7
Descriptive, Narrative, Expository, Writing Explanations, using Paragraph

Transitions, Business Letters, Writing a Short Story, Persuasive Writing, Resumes.

Grade 8 
Expository and Persuasive Essays, Taking Notes, Developing a Thesis, 

Poetry, Developing Personal Voice as a Writer. 



Poetry Study- 8 -weeks (Jan-Mar) Unit requires a Personal Poetry Portfolio.  
