Writing a Compare/Contrast Analysis

For 2 Poems
SAMPLE

[image: image1..pict]
There is No Death


~John Lucky McCreery





There is no death! The stars go down


To rise upon some other shore,


And bright in heaven’s jeweled crown


They shine for evermore.





There is no death! The dust we tread


Shall change beneath the summer showers


To golden grain or mellow fruit


Or rainbow-tinted flowers.





There is no death! The leaves may fall,


The flowers may fade and pass away-


They only wait, through wintry hours,


The coming of the May.





The bird-like voice, whose joyous tones


Made glad this scene of sin and strife,


Sings now an everlasting song


Amid the tree of life.





And ever near us, though unseen,


The dear immortal spirits tread;


For all the boundless universe


Is Life- there are no dead!





Death Is A Door


By  Nancy Byrd Turner





Death is only an old door


Set in a garden wall;


On gentle hinges it gives, at dusk


When the thrushes call.





Along the lintel are green leaves,


Beyond the light lies still;


Very willing and weary feet


Go over that sill.





There is nothing to trouble any heart;


Nothing to hurt at all.


Death is only a quiet door


In an old wall.








Directions: Include both poems you chose- complete, not abridged. Use your Venn diagram to write a paragraph that briefly describes the similarities and differences in the two poems. “Titles” and the author’s names must also be included in your paragraph. Remember to organize details feature-by-feature.





DO briefly describe topic and/or theme first, creating an effective Topic Sentence. 


SAMPLE: “There Is No Death” by John McCreery and Nancy Byrd Turner’s “Death Is a Door” 


are two poems expressing the speaker’s viewpoint on letting go of loved ones who have died. 





DO NOT state the obvious: “There Is No Death” by John McCreery and Nancy Byrd Turner’s “Death Is a Door” 


are two poems about death. Students of literature can offer better than that!





DO identify 1-2 other similarities. (Both poems are organized using quatrains with strong rhyming patterns.)





DO use Recipe # 7 to organize 3-5 more sentences describing relevant differences. SAMPLE: However, whereas Turner suggests that those who have died go on to a place that is peaceful and doesn’t hurt, McCreery implies that the dead remain around us as “spirits”, “ever near.” Another difference is the way. . . 





DO use the language of literature- refer to your Poetry Glossary for ideas.





DO include a sentence evaluating the effectiveness of the poems. Is one more effective than the other, in your opinion? Do they accomplish the author’s purpose? Would one be more relevant to a certain group or reader than the other? Remember, if you got the poem from a reliable source, it is already published and you may not say the poem is “bad”. (I wouldn’t expect you to choose poor poetry for an assignment, would I?)





DO conclude with an “I” statement: How did YOU respond to each poem?





*Analysis Paragraph Should only.be


 6-8 sentences 








